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INTRODUCTION  
 

BACKGROUND   

 

Å Background information:  The Buckhorn Pit has been open for mineral materials 

excavation since 1947.  Several free use permits (CFR 43 Subpart 3604) authorizing gravel 

extraction from the Buckhorn Pit have been issued to the Murtaugh Highway District.  The 

Buckhorn Pit is 20 acres and until 1992 approximately 5,000 to 6,000 cubic yards of material 

were extracted annually.  Since 1992, an average of 15,000 cubic yards of gravel has been 

removed each year. In 2007, the Murtaugh Highway District realized it was nearing the limit of 

gravel that could be extracted from the pit and has requested a permit renewal that would expand 

the material site onto 20 acres of adjacent public land administered by the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM).  

 

Adjacent and immediately to the south of the Buckhorn Pit are two more gravel pits.  The 

Hillsdale Highway District has a free use permit for 10 acres adjoining the Buckhorn pit and 

directly south of it is another 10 acres held jointly by the Murtaugh Highway District and the 

Oakley Highway District. 

 

Å Type of project.  A free use permit on 40 acres to extract an average of 15,000 cubic 

yards of gravel annually for the next 10 years (2009 ï 2019). 

 

Å Location of proposal.  The Buckhorn pit and proposed expansion area is located 10 miles 

southeast of Murtaugh, Idaho in Cassia County.  The Buckhorn Ranch is just south of the 

material site. The project area is in the Buckhorn Grazing Allotment. The legal description is T. 

12 S., R. 20 E., Section 24: N½NE¼NW¼ and N½NW¼NE¼ (see Figure 1).  

 

Å Name and location of preparing office.  The BLM office responsible for authorizing the 

free use permit is the Burley Field Office (BFO) located in Burley, Idaho. 

 

Å Identify the subject function code, lease, serial or case file number.  The Murtaugh 

Highway District is authorized to extract gravel from the existing Buckhorn material site under 

FUP I-23721-01.  This permit would be renewed authorizing mining activity in the existing pit 

and in the proposed expansion area. 

  

Å Applicant name.  The applicant is the Murtaugh Highway District.  

 

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION  

 

The Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 43, Subpart 3601.6 states BLMôs policy is to ñauthorize 

the extraction of mineral materials to Federal, State, Territorial, and local government entities 

and non-profit organizations for qualified usesò (Office of the Federal Register, 2007).  Such 

permits are free of charge and must not be detrimental to the public interest.  Management of 

material sites must protect the environment and minimize damage to public health and safety 

while exploration and extraction operations are in progress.  
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